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Dear Ms Leonard,

HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SIO7lA OAA

Thank you for coming to my most recent surgery in Poppleton. I was very interested to hear your views on

the Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union Administration Bill, and I

appreciate how strongly you and the group feel about this matter. I have now read through the NCVO

proposals on this Bill and the Civil Society report, and I hope that this leaves me better equipped to answer

the points which the group raised during our meeting.

The Government has always been clear that this Bill is about bringing greater transparency to politics and

how third parties interact with the political system; indeed, each of the three main political parties agrees

that there is a need for this Bill in some form. Let me assure you that the important role charities and other
campaigning organisations play in the democratic process has always been, and will continue to be, fully
recognised.

I understand that there is concern about the ways in which charities and other campaign groups might be

affected by the Bill as it currently stands, and I agree that these play an important role in helping to inform
policy making and highlighting serious issues. The Government is clear that it wants this to continue and

organisations campaigning solely on policy issues will not be affected by the Bill.

I would also like to address the consensus of concern that the Bill has been rushed through. I expect that
you will have been happy to hear that the Government has re-ordered the Committee days of the Bill in the

House of Lords to allow for further consultation. Government amendments tabled at the Report stage in

the House of Commons showed that Ministers were already listening carefully to the concerns raised, and I

am glad there will now be even more time to take additional views on board. I can also confirm that the

Government consulted with the Electoral Commission prior to the report stage in October, and I hope that
this will be reassuring for you.

Having read through the recommendations made by NCVO, I have written on your behalf to Andrew
Lansley MP to ask what steps he has taken to address these recommendations. I hope to have a response in

the New Year, and I will of course share this with you.

Finally, regarding your concerns about the investor-state disputes settlement and the Transatlantic Trade

and lnvestment Partnership (TTIP); I hope you will be pleased to know that UK officials have recently met
with the EU Chief Negotiator on the TTIP where the investor-state disputes settlement was raised. The

Department for Business, lnnovation and Skills has also commissioned research into the impact of investor-

state dispute settlement within the context of wider investment protection treaties. This will inform the
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UK's position with regards to the upcoming investment treaties being negotiated by the EU. This agreement

will hopefully drive growth and prosperity around the world and has the potential to deliver f 10 billion to

the UK economy each year. I am confident Ministers will work hard to get a good deal for the UK and

ensure the interests of our economy are properly protected. I have received other correspondence

reflecting your concerns, and I have written to the Department for Business, lnnovation and Skills (BlS) to

ask why our courts are being circumnavigated for the benefit of big corporations and what they can do to

prevent this.

However, in terms of the ways in which this agreement might impact upon our NHS, I share your concerns

that this might have a detrimental effect upon the way in which our health service operates. I have

therefore written to the Secretary of State for Health, Jeremy Hunt MP, seeking reassurances that our NHS

will not be adversely affected. As soon as I receive a response from either BIS or Mr Hunt I will be straight

back in touch.

I hope that this letter helps to alleviate some of the concerns which you raised during our meeting, and as

ever if I can be of any immediate assistance please don't hesitate to get in touch. Thank you again for

coming to see me. May I also take this opportunity to wish you a Merry Christmas and a happy New Year.
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