
Report from Vale of York Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) meeting Thursday 3rd October 2013 

� Questions from the Public- There was a request that the timing and dates of future 

meetings be entered on the CCG website with copies of the minutes from the last meeting. 

There were apologies that there were no minutes until the very last minute for today’s 

meeting.  

� Is there to be an open forum for the public this autumn? Response was yes, and a 

Public/meeting engagement forum is planned for November and will be advertised 

imminently. 

�  Matters arising from the Minutes of the 5 September in Pickering.  

� There have been delays with plans to provide a ‘place of safety’ for individuals suffering 

mental distress. The building selected for this service is a Grade 1 listed building and advice 

is being sought from English Heritage prior to the submission of a planning application. 

The chair acknowledged that this news was disappointing and he hoped to have a more 

positive report by the November meeting or December at the latest. 

� Despite the delivery of the Diabetic Macular Oedema Service costing more than the price 

recommended by NICE and therefore not proving cost effective, it was decided to continue 

this service contract pending further discussion with York NHS Trust as provider. 

� Mid - Year Financial Review. 

� The report is based on 5 months of the work of the present CCG. Financial balance is 

achievable by the year end but considerable risks remain as there is no flexibility within 

existing budgets. 

� Actual contract values exceeded plans by £7 million, only £5.7 million of Quality, Innovation, 

Productivity and Prevention (QIPP) savings were expected against a target of £10.7million 

and the contract with York NHS Trust contract was due to be overspent by £1 million. 

� There is expected to be an over spend of £401,000 on the NHS 111 phone helpline service. 

�  Mental Health services are heading for an under spend of £2.28million.* 

� Continuing Care was also under spent by £1.2 million and it was felt this may be due to a 

backlog of needs assessments.  

� Prescribing budget was also anticipated to overspend by £1.27 million due to the rising cost 

of centrally funded drugs. Some expenditure may be recouped as some drug costs that the 

CCG had been charged for were now the responsibility of the Public Health department of 

the Local Authority. 

NOTE * This under spend is particularly unexpected as patients suffering breakdown in mental 

health are waiting up to 14 months for treatment and it was announced on the same day that a York 

Psychotherapy unit is facing possible closure to save £140,000 and patients will face a trip to another 

centre for therapy (and it is recognised that such patients often lack the motivation to face such 

changes). Gwen and Andrew have sent a letter to the Press regarding this situation. 

� Framework Agreement to promote the Integration of Health and Care Services in North 

Yorkshire and the City of York 

� The integration is progressing slowly and a clearer report is expected in November with a 

time table and actions to be achieved before the final plans in January 2014. There is work to 

be done in discussion with East Yorkshire CCG. Reports so far have stressed the usual 

phrases such as ‘seamless service, ease of access and promoting independence for patients’. 

�  The money available for this initiative is not ‘new money’ but has been top sliced from 

elsewhere so it was important to spend it wisely, the main change will be the eventual shift 

of expenditure from acute to community services. Both the CCG and the LA must support 

these plans to integrate health and social care to improve service to patients and reduce 

unnecessary duplication. The slow progress of neighbourhood teams should not be 

repeated. 



� Note. An example was given of a mother of a disabled child who had contact with no less 

than 24 professionals from 16 organisations and had to do most of the liaison and 

communication herself! 

�  Quality and Performance Committee Summary (using data from CCG Core Performance 

Indicators on Dashboard (Using traffic light rating for targets,  red for not met, amber for 

improvement required and green for satisfactory.) 

� Domain 1 – Preventing people from dying prematurely, rated all amber. Ambulance 

response still below target standard. 

� Domain 3 – Helping people recover from episodes of ill health or injury. 3 red, 1 amber. 

� Patient referral to treatment shows a deteriorating situation (and winter pressures have not 

hit yet) More data requested 

� Domain 4 – Ensuring people have a positive experience of care 2 red, 1 amber. Breaches in 

mixed sex ward accommodation, choose and book referrals from GPs below target. 

� Domain 5 – providing a safe environment and protecting from harm. Both targets red due 

to infection rates (1 MRSA but 33 cases of Clostridium difficile so York Hospital Trust may be 

fined if no further improvement) Some patients admitted with infection which does not help 

target figures. Delays in transfers of care and access to psychological therapies to be 

improved. 

� Domain 6 – Enhancing quality of life for people with mental health conditions. 2 amber 

warnings  and 1 red  due to lack of access to psychological therapies and poor data and 

statistics from Leeds Partnership  Trust    

� Date of next meeting : 10.00am Thursday 7 November in George Hudson Board Room York 

Council West offices 

� NOTE: Tuesday 19 November Mental health and Partnership Board meeting 10.00am  

York Council West offices 

Report by Gwen Vardigans  


